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ABSTRACT The study seeks to understand the nexus between corruption and development within Southern
Africa. A cross-national analysis of relevant data was constructed to demonstrate the relationship between corruption
and regional development. The study highlights the costs of corruption for the region particularly from an
economic developmental standpoint. Insights from the study contribute to scholarly debate relating to the ills of
corruption and resulted in the development of a framework that might help to reduce the levels of corruption,
enhance good governance, and advance sustainable development in the region.
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